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Public Safety, Vulnerable Kids: Child Advocate Details How Mass. Can Do Better

Boston — A new report identifies serious problems in the Commonwealth’s juvenile justice
system and details where Massachusetts can cut waste and instead invest in proven strategies for
prevention and rehabilitation. Citizens for Juvenile Justice (CfJJ), the only statewide juvenile
justice advocacy organization in Massachusetts, urged lawmakers to adopt the recommendations
presented in the Report of the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) for calendar year 2009,
which was posted quietly this week on the OCA website.

“The creation of a statewide child advocacy office for children and appointment of Gail Garinger
in 2008 as the first Child Advocate has got to be one of the Governor’s greatest accomplishments
in this term,” explained Lael Chester, Executive Director of CfJJ. “In this report, the OCA has
not only identified some of the most disturbing systemic problems about the care and services
currently being provided to vulnerable children and youth but has also provided a clear roadmap
for reform. | hope the Governor and Legislators understand the gift they have been given and
support these recommendations immediately.”

Among the problems identified in the report are:

e The failure of Massachusetts to identify and address the troubling racial disparities of
kids in state care, despite the federal mandate to do so.

e The unsustainable and inappropriate system currently being used to transport and hold
kids in secure lock-ups at night and on weekends when courts are not in session.

e The dearth of alternative to detention programs available to divert youth from being held
on bail unnecessarily despite the research that clearly shows these alternatives are both
more effective for public safety and costs taxpayers far less.

e The negative impact “zero tolerance policies” can too often have on creating a “school-
to-prison pipeline,” by increasing involvement in the criminal justice system and criminal
behavior while decreasing positive school engagement.

For more information about Citizens for Juvenile Justice, please visit www.cfjj.org.

For a copy of the Office of the Child Advocate Annual Report 2009, please visit
www.mass.gov/childadvocate



